
Spirit of America Festival
Decatur; www.spiritofamericafestival.com 
The fourth of July event offers family games, sports tournaments, 
entertainment, food and craft vendors, booming fireworks, the 
crowning of Miss Point Mallard and presentation of the Audi 
Murphy Patriotism Award.

Cotton Pickin’ BBQ Cook-Off
Hartselle; www.hartsellechamber.com
Sanctioned by the Kansas City Barbeque Society, the cook-off 
attracts competitive chefs and backyard teams from across the 
South competing for over $3000 in prize money including a 
$1,000 Grand Champion award. 

Riverfest
Decatur; www.decaturjaycees.com
This mid-September barbeque cook-off is sanctioned by the Kansas 
City Barbeque Society and attracts competitors from across the 
country. Selected as a top ten tourist event in the State of Alabama, 
festival goers can expect live, nationally known musical acts, 
children’s activities, and award winning barbeque. Proceeds benefit 
the local community including several charitable organizations.

Hartselle Depot Days
Hartselle; www.hartsellechamber.com
Held the third Saturday in September. The entire town celebrates 
the history of the railroad and its contribution to the area with a 
street dance, live bands, truck - motorcycle - and antique tractor 
shows, custom crafts, merchant sales, four blocks of booth 
activities and exhibits, midway-style rides, 5k run, and a wide 
selection of tasty concessions.

The Battle for Decatur
Decatur; www.decaturcvb.org
A free Civil War reenactment 
held over the Labor Day weekend 
commemorating the 4-day battle for 

Celebration Arena
Priceville; www.morgancoarena.com 
Located on 113 acres, this 5,000 seat arena hosts a variety of events 
throughout the year including horse shows, rodeos, dog shows, a home 
and garden show. Check their website for a list of upcoming events.

Festival of Cranes
Decatur; www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.org
More than 14,000 Sandhill cranes along with several pairs of 
Whooping cranes, spend the winter at Wheeler National Wildlife 
Refuge. Events include viewing the cranes up close, birding workshops 
and nature walks, kid’s activities, sponsor booths, live raptors.
  
Carnegie Carnival
Decatur; www.carnegiearts.org
A two day Mardi-Gras-style celebration promoting art and creativity, 
family fun, and downtown revitalization. Activities include The 
Carnival Canines on Parade for dogs, The Prince and Princess Parade 
for children, the Carnegie Carnival Parade, a Carnival Crewe Party, 
and the Carnival Red Beans and Rice Cook-Off.

3rd Friday Downtown
Decatur; www.decaturcvb.org
Each third Friday of the month from April through December, 
downtown Decatur comes alive with family-friendly activities, live 
entertainment on every block, delectable restaurant dining, and 
special merchant sales at great little shops. 

The Market on Bank Street
Decatur; www.decaturcvb.org
Features exclusive local shopping and dining opportunities, music, 
entertainment, and art available only during these First Saturdays May 
through October. Stroll down historic Bank Street while enjoying a 
makers market featuring talented craftsman and artisans.

Free Historic District Walking Tours
Decatur and Hartselle; www.decaturcvb.org 
Free, guided walking tours are offered on Saturday mornings 

usually from Memorial Day weekend through June.  Tours 
feature the Old Decatur and Albany Historic Districts and 
Hartselle’s Historic Downtown Commercial District. Please 
check web site for dates.

Dragon Boat Races
Decatur; Find them on Facebook
Up to 60 teams race in authentic 46-foot long Hong Kong style 
dragon boats, with 10 seats, 20 paddlers, a drummer and a steerer. 
Presented by the Decatur General Hospital Foundation.

The Alabama Jubilee Hot-Air Balloon Classic
Decatur; www.alabamajubilee.net
Held annually over the Memorial Day Weekend (late May), pilots 
from across the U. S. gather to compete in various races. This free 
event lets visitors mingle with the pilots as they inflate and launch 
their seven story tall balloons. Races are held daily at 6 a.m. and 
6 p.m. In addition to the balloon races, the festival features live 
entertainment, arts and crafts show, antique car show, antique 
tractor and engine show, and an international food court. Saturday 
night features the “balloon glow” and fireworks on Sunday night.

Daikin Japanese Festival
Decatur; www.decaturcvb.org
The Decatur Plant of Daikin America holds a major festival 
intended to introduce more people to Japanese culture. For this 
event, the plant distributes specially 
designed traditional Japanese happy 
coats (anglicized as “happy coats”). 
Attracting more than 17,000 
visitors, participants enjoy the food 
delicacies such as yakisoba and 
Southern Barbeque. 

SoulStock
Decatur; www.soulstock.com
A free contemporary Christian music worship festival. Held 
annually in May at the Spirit of America Field at Point Mallard 
Park. The two day event draws more than 15,000 spectators and 
entertains them with an impressive list of uplifting Christian artists 
culminating with a chart-topping Christian band.

Decatur in 1864. More than 200 reenactors engage in daily battles, 
drills, and Civil War camp tours. A guided stroll along Decatur’s Civil 
War Walking Tour is offered on Saturday afternoon.

Eva Frontier Days
Eva; www.evafrontierdays.org
Fun for the entire family beginning the last full week of September. 
Battle of the Bands and street dance, hayrides, community singing, 
parade, old-fashioned frog jumping contest, pig calling, greased pig 
chase, and more.

River Clay Fine Arts Festival
Decatur; www.riverclay.org
The River Clay Fine Arts Festival offers participating artists the 
opportunity to exhibit and sell their work, to network and socialize 
with other artists, and to meet arts patrons from across the region. 
In addition to visiting with outstanding artists, arts patrons and 
other attendees will enjoy art demonstrations, musical performances, 
children’s activities and much, much more. 

Racking Horse Spring & World Celebrations
Priceville; www.rackinghorse.com
The Racking Horse Spring Celebration starts the 
show season for the breed each April. The World 
Celebration is the breed’s climactic event with 
the year’s world-class Champions being chosen. 
Competition is held for a full week in late September in 
over 75 classes with more than 1,000 total entries.

Alabama Charity Championship Horse Show
Priceville; www.alabamacharitychampionship.com
Held annually in October, this show attracts many of the nation’s top 
American Saddlebred, Roadster and Hackney horses in four days of 
competition. The event is the fourth largest Saddlebred show in the U.S. 

Christmas Tour of Homes and Parade of Lights
Decatur; www.decaturcvb.org
Wreathed in the colors of the season, brilliantly adorned structures 
in Decatur’s two historic districts open for public tours. Carolers, 
carriage rides, seasonal seminars are also a part of the tour. The annual 
Christmas Parade of Boats begins at Riverwalk Marina and features 
dozens of watercraft of all sizes parading across the Tennessee River with 
jovial music, floating Christmas trees and bright lights. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS
1.  American Inn
2.  Best Western 
 River City Hotel
3.  Baymont Inn & Suites
4.  Courtyard by Marriott
5.  Hampton Inn
6. Holiday Inn Express
7.  Doubletree by Hilton  
 Decatur Riverfront
8.  In Town Suites       
 Extended Stay
9. Quality Inn
10. LaQuinta
11. Magnolia Motel
12. Microtel Inn & Suites
13. Motel 6

14. Nitefall Motel
15. Econo Lodge
16. Stay Lodge   
 Extended Stay
17. Studio 9
18. Budget Inn
19. Comfort Inn
20. Days Inn
21. Residence Inn
22. Super 8 Motel 
23. Red Roof Inn 
24. Express Inn
25. Lacon Motel
26. Quail Creek 
 Golf Resort
27. Point Mallard Park
 & Campground

Wilson-Morgan
Softball Complex
Wilson-Morgan

Softball Complex
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ATTRACTIONS
 Albany Historic District
 Blue & Gray Museum of North AL 
Carnegie Visual Arts Museum
 Civil War Walking Tour
 Cook Natural Science Museum
Hartselle's Historic Depot 
Ingalls Harbor/Pavilion 
Morgan County Archives
North Alabama Birding Trail
Old Decatur Historic District
 Old State Bank
 Point Mallard Park
 Princess Theatre
 Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
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Point Mallard Indian 
Interpretive Trail
Decatur, www.decaturcvb.org
The Point Mallard Indian 
Interpretive Trail is a 5.5 mile 
natural walking trail through the 
wooded areas of Point Mallard Park. 
Divided into 4 trails all connected 
throughout the park, we honor local 
Cherokee Chiefs, Doublehead & 
Black Fox, Creek Chief, Bigfoot 
and Chickasaw Chief, George 
Colbert. The Walking Trail will 
celebrate Indian Culture in Morgan 
County and the Tennessee River 
area, as well as, provide a beautiful 
walking experience for all to enjoy. 
The Trail also includes a Children’s 
Amphitheater for educational 
experiences and performers.

Battle for Decatur Civil War Walking Tour
Decatur, www.decaturcvb.org
The Civil War Walking Tour is located in the Old Decatur and New 
Albany Historic Districts, just off the southern bank of the Tennessee 
River near downtown Decatur. Covering 13 blocks, the self-guided 
walking tour chronicles events surrounding Confederate General John 
Bell Hood’s attempted advance across the Tennessee River, a four-day 
battle that took place in October of 1864.

ALABAMA’S LARGEST VICTORIAN ERA 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS
The Old Decatur and Albany Historic Districts of Decatur make up the 
largest concentration of Victorian era craftsmen and bungalow homes 
in Alabama. Often referred to as “The Painted Ladies,” some date to 
the early 1800s, while others were constructed around the turn of the 
century. Both are listed in the National Register of Historical Places. 
(A detailed tour map and brochure are available at the Decatur Visitor 
Center on 6th Ave.)
     The Old Decatur Historic District embraces over 116-acres 
with houses ranging in age from 1829 to the present. Styles vary 
from the French-influenced Empire period to the Edwardian Cottage 
and beyond. 
     The New Decatur-Albany Historic District was founded by 
northern businessmen in the late 1800’s and was named after the 
New York state capital. It reflects early 20th century trends such as 
Colonial Revival, California Cottage, Dutch Colonial and Frank 
Lloyd Wright influences.

Blue & Gray Museum of North Alabama
Located at Parham’s Civil War Relics on Historic Bank Street, the 

Blue & Gray contains one of 
the country’s largest private 
collections of Civil War 
era relics. 723 Bank Street, 
Decatur. (256) 350-4018. 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. After hours 
group tours can be arranged. 
Admission: $5 adults, $3 
students, children 4 and under 
free with adult.
www.rparhamsrelics.com

Carnegie Visual 
Arts Center
A not-for-profit 
organization, the 
center is a cultural, 
educational and 
community-service 
organization providing 
an environment 
to promote 
learning, creation 
and appreciation of the visual arts. It also preserves one of the area’s 
historical buildings and serves as a multi-purpose community resource. 
Check website for latest events. 207 Church St. NE, Decatur.
(256) 341-0562. Open Tuesday-Friday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Saturday 11 a.m.-4 p.m. www.carnegiearts.org.

Cook Museum of Natural Science
Note: Coming soon to downtown Decatur. 
Features a fantastic arrangement of natural wonders in one of the 
South’s finest museums of its type. The site provides an extensive 

assortment of exotic insects, 
mounted birds, animals, 
minerals, sea shells and coral 
in over 2,000 exhibits and 
artifacts. Wildlife common to 
the Tennessee Valley is featured 
in one display with over 50 
species of insects, animals and 
water life from the region. 
Protected and endangered 
species are included in the 

museum’s vast collection including rare displays of a bald eagle and golden 
eagle. 412 13th St., Decatur; (256) 350-9347. Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-
noon and 1-5 p.m., Sun, 2-5 p.m. until June 2016. Free admission. www.
cookspest.com/education/museum/

Hartselle’s Historic Depot and Downtown
Sixty-nine of the buildings in the central business district of Hartselle, 
including the Hartselle Depot, have been nominated for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places because of their architectural 
and historic significance. The Depot, built in 1914, includes Historical 
displays provided by the Hartselle Historical Society. The popular 
downtown shops offer such items as imported Mexican pewter, art work 
by local artists and craftspersons, linens, soaps, and all kinds of antiques, 
from glassware to large furniture items. 110 Railroad St. SW, Hartselle; 
(800) 294-0692, (256) 773-4370; www.hartsellechamber.com.

gatherings and festivals.  Future additions include a riverboat docking 
area, Visitors Center, and Tennessee River Heritage Museum. Mile 
Marker #303.5
Riverwalk Marina (256) 340-9170, decatursports.com. Located on 
the north bank of the Tennessee River on Hwy. 31. Includes private 
slips and boathouses, public launching ramps, vending area, restaurant, 
boat sales, and dock side gas/oil. Mile Marker #305.
Brickyard Landing (256) 350-1449, www.brickyardlandingmarina.net. 
South bank of the Tennessee River on Hwy. 20. Includes 240 dry-
docks, boat repair, waterfront marina store, dock side gas/oil. No public 
launch ramp. Mile Marker #303.5
Jay Landings Marina & RV Park (256) 350-4722,
www.jaylandingsmarina.com. South bank of the Tennessee River on 
Hwy. 20. Includes wet-slips, vending, RV sites and public launching for 
a fee. Mile Marker #302.5

GOLF COURSES
Point Mallard Park - Decatur
Tee times: (256) 341-4921, Pro shop: (256) 341-4925. Redesigned by 
South Carolina golf course architect John LaFoy, the course features 18 
manicured Tiftdwarf Bermuda greens designed to United States Golf 
Association (USGA) specifications (Blue tees - 7064 yds, red tees - 5325 
yds, white tees - 6585 yds, gold tees - 5900 yds). 
     Tee time reservations may be made up to three days in advance and 
group or company outings are welcome.
     Previous recognitions for the 200-acre course include: “The Best 
Public Course to Play” by the Tennessee Valley Golf News and as one 
of the best three public courses to play in the state by members of the 
Dixie Section of the Professional Golfers Association of America (PGA).  
     Point Mallard golf course facilities include a modern  clubhouse with 
a pro shop, restaurant, and shower and restroom  areas. Open every day 
except Thanksgiving and Christmas. (Opens at noon each Monday.) 
15% Discount for Senior Citizens.
Quail Creek - Hartselle
(256) 784-5033, quailcreekgolf.com. An 18-hole, par 71 course laid out 
on 6,007 yards on Nat Key Road. Open year round.

INDOOR ICE SKATING
Point Mallard Park offers a regulation size indoor ice rink.  The rink 
is open throughout the year with public skate sessions, private parties, 
basic skill skating lessons, private instructions for the more advanced, 
youth and adult hockey classes, adult “pick-up” hockey, and other 
cool activities.
     Within the complex are stadium seating for special events, meeting 
facilities, a pro shop, arcade games, skate rental room, concession stand, 
ice rink viewing area, rental lockers, and a dressing room with showers. 
(256) 341-4910. www.pointmallardpark.com.

North Alabama Birding Trail
Morgan County, www.decaturcvb.org
Decatur-Morgan County is part of the Central Loop of the North 
Alabama Birding Trail, which features over 50 designated stations that 
allow visitors to observe the birds in their native habitats. There are 
eighteen stations located along the Central loop, including eight within 
the Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge in Morgan County. The Refuge 
embraces both banks of the Tennessee River and is home to more than 
300 species of birds.

Amen Trail
Morgan County, www.decaturcvb.org
The Amen Trail is located in Decatur and throughout Morgan County. 
Many of the churches are at least 100 years old, on its original site, 
and still hold services today. This self-guided tour recognizes churches 
that define the heart of Decatur and Morgan County’s rich and 
diverse cultural and spiritual heritage. Two of the 19 churches listed 
on the Amen Trail are also a part of North Alabama’s Hallelujah Trail, 
which was published in The National Geographic’s Driving Tours of 
Appalachia.

North Alabama Craft Beer Trail - Cross-Eyed Owl Brewing Co.
Decatur, www.xeobrewing.com
Decatur will soon be welcoming a brewery of their own with the 
opening of Cross Eyed Owl Brewing Company, the newest member of 
the North Alabama Craft Brew Trail.

Mooresville
This tiny community, located just two miles north of Decatur, is older 
than the State of Alabama. Formed in 1818, the entire 12 blocks of the 
oak-lined village is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
President Andrew Johnson worked here while serving as a tailor’s 
apprentice. Prominent structures include the 1820s Stage Coach Inn 
and Tavern and the 1840 town post office which remains in use today. 
The town was the site of a Walt Disney movie (Tom & Huck) about the 
adventures of Tom Sawyer. Off I-565 at Exit #2. (800) 648-5381.
www.mooresvilleal.org.

Morgan County Archives
Located in the 1927 Tennessee Valley Bank Building in the Bank Street 
Historical District of Decatur. Holdings total approximately 1,500 
cubic feet of archival and manuscript materials. The Archives also has 
permanent displays on the Civil War in Morgan County, Scottsboro Boys 
and Veterans of Morgan County. Genealogical materials include census, 
family histories and bible records. An extensive photograph collection 
includes images from the Civil War and copies of original photographs 
from the 1933 Scottsboro Boys trial in Decatur. 624 Bank St. NE, 
Decatur. (256) 351-4726. Open Monday-Friday  8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Old State Bank 
The Old State Bank was one of three banks authorized by The Alabama 
General Assembly in 1832. Few structures can boast as varied a past 
as the Bank. Since its construction, the building has weathered two 
depressions and a Civil War, and has served as a hospital, guardhouse, 
bank and dance hall. Named to the National Register of Historical 
Places in 1972, the Classic Revival architecture of the Bank is symbolic 
of the period in which it was built. The building is  decorated with 
antique pieces from the Federal and Empire period. It is the first stop 
on the Civil War Walking Tour of Decatur.  925 Bank St. NE, Decatur. 
(256) 341-4818. Open Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m.-noon and 1-4:30 p.m.

Point Mallard Park
Point Mallard is designed to provide family recreation opportunities 
throughout the year. A 35-acre water theme area (open daily summer 
months) offers America’s first Wave Pool, the Duck Pond and Squirt 
Factory kid’s pools, Lazy River Ride, two new drop slides and more! The 

Wheeler Lake
Morgan County is the focal point 
of all outdoor recreation on the 
67,100-acre Wheeler Reservoir 
(Wheeler Lake) on the Tennessee 
River. The lake is the largest in the 
region, stretching approximately 60 

miles. Wheeler Lake is basically 
a wide river until it flows 
through the City of Decatur, 
after which it widens 
considerably and takes on 
more of the appearance 
and characteristics of an 
impoundment.
     The Alabama Bass Trail 
is 13 premier bass fishing 
lakes throughout Alabama, 
with Wheeler Lake being 
stop #2.” Website: 
www.alabamabasstrail.org
     Decatur has played 

host to many national 
fishing events, including 

the Bassmaster Top 
150 Tournament, 
Bassmaster 
Invitational, 
Wal-Mart FLW, 
and the Crappie 
USA National 

Championship. Wheeler presents a mixture of deep drop-offs and 
shallow banks; narrow tributaries and wide-open spaces. There is 
flooded timber, grass beds and seemingly bottomless depths; quiet coves, 
brushy sloughs and wave-washed cliffs. Wheeler represents the southern 
most point for the natural habitat of smallmouth bass, making the area 
home to many lunkers. Largemouth bass, spotted bass, crappie, stripe, 
and catfish are all popular game fish.

MARINAS
Ingalls Harbor (256) 341-4930, www.decaturparks.com.
701 Market Street, NW; Decatur’s newest riverside, open-air park. 
The marina is also one of the sites on the Alabama Bass Trail.  Includes 
fishing boat launch, parking, and green space suitable for family 

Park also features a scenic 18-hole, par 72 championship golf course;  a 
25-acre wooded campground, the Strike Zone driving range and batting 
cages, lighted tennis courts, ball fields, a recreation center; amphitheater, 
and an indoor Ice Skating complex (open year round). Decatur. Call for 
seasonal facility hours. (256) 341-4900. www.pointmallardpark.com.

Princess Theatre For 
The Performing Arts
The Princess began as a livery stable in 
1887; was transformed into a vaudeville 
playhouse named the Princess in 1919; 
and, following a 1941 facelift, emerged 
with the art deco style that remains 
today and features a brilliantly lit neon 
marquee. Listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places, the 677-seat theatre 
now serves as Decatur’s performing arts 
center. 112 Second Ave. NE, Decatur. 
(256) 350-1745. www.princesstheatre.org 

Veterans Park
The Town of Priceville is proud to be selected as the home for the 
new Morgan County Veterans Memorial. The one-acre memorial park 
will honor Morgan County residents killed in action with the fallen 
soldiers monument.

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
Established in 1938 as an experimental home for waterfowl, the 
Refuge encompasses 34,500-acres of preserved woodlands. The Givens 
Wildlife Interpretive Center serves as the welcome center for the 
Refuge and is also one of the South’s largest educational centers for 
waterfowl and wildlife study. The center features a large glass enclosed 
observatory and is open to self-guided tours with displays, pamphlets 
and wildlife films. Highway 67, Decatur. The Givens Center is open free 
to the public daily October thru February from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and March 
thru September, Tuesday through Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (256) 350-6639. 
www.fws.gov/wheeler
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